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RESUME 

 

 The current dissertation is devoted to the research of Persian historical 

novels in the post-revolutionary period. The survey is based on more than ten novels 

and studies on this topic. The thesis consists of an introduction and four chapters 

which in their turn are divided into nine headings and a list of literature used.  

 Within the frameworks of the introduction the topic, relevance, purpose, 

novelty, tasks of the study are determined, as well the sources are examined in which 

information about the formation and development of the Persian historical prose is 

presented.  

 Two major studies have been of a high interest for this thesis. The first is 

comprehensively examines the process of formation and development of Persian 

historical prose until the 1950s and also eight significant historical novels of the 

G. Kadirov, where the whole path of the development of Persian historical prose until 

the 1970s is discussed. The bellow mentioned monographs play an incredible role 

for the investigation of medieval folk prose-

 

Urdu and its development in the first half 
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the culture of Iran" by J. Setari, 

Bakanov, etc.  

 

d to the study of the formation 

and development of the genre of the historical novel in Persian literature before the 

period of the Islamic Revolution in 1979. The third heading of the first chapter is 

dedicated to the characteristics of the genre after the Islamic revolution until 2010. 

The study carried out indicates that the genre of the historical novel in the 1970s and 

1980s was in decadent phase. It began to prosper from the beginning of 1990s and 

re-established its significant   role in Iranian literature.  

 The second chapter called 

examines the development of the folk novel in the middle ages in Iran and its 

interrelations with the contemporary historical prose. The historical circumstances 

and conditions are presented because of which folk dastans acquired religious 

features. Issues of similarities of the poetry of medieval dastans and modern novels 

the folk dastan, revayat and qesse are examined. To show the realities of their 

period, Iranian writers use the methods of semi-tale and heroic-romantic literature, 

thus drawing closer to the narrators of folk dastans.  

 s of myth and history 

historical novel are examined in the purpose of showing nowadays political and social 

problems. As a result these novels turn into novel-allegories. The myths of pre-

Islamic Zoroastrian period and medieval Islamic stories are merged not only with 

historical events but also with nowadays propaganda of Shiite Iran. Most popular and 

famous heroes in the sphere of mythmaking of nowadays Iranian writers are the 

leaders of liberation struggle of 8th century Abu Muslim and his followers. Almost all 

of them are sacralised and reincarnated in the myth of disappearance of Imam 

Mahdi. The positive heroes of these novels express the characteristics of medieval 

ayyars and javanmards. Their homeland is suppo

the god to preserve.  

 -genre innovations in the modern 

of merging and integration of tradition and innovation in literature. Due to this 
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merger, the Persian historical novel turns into a strict national literary appearance 

and phenomenon, which has moved far away from the European prototype. New 

genre types are formed in it. Framed structure plays an important role which is 

inherited from medieval framed prose. This method provides Iranian writers with the 

opportunity to cover wider epochal expanses in history. The system of notes, intense 

lyrical intervention of the author, the including of examples from the poems of great 

poets, the direct use of the historical documents are the main achievements of the 

Persian historical novel of the post-revolutionary period. Persian historical prose 

does not recognize any established standards of genre. The above mentioned issues 

led to new genre formations in the historical prose, which are only peculiar to the 

Persian historical novel. 

 


